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INTRODUCTION 


A collection of diaries and recollections of immigrant? 


travel and early settlement in the Lane County area of 


the Willamette Valley was prepared for reproduction by 


the Lane County Historical Society in the 1960's and 
1970's. The ELLMAKER LETTERS AND NARRATIVE were repro- 


duced in 1962 and ownership of the original material is 


unknown at this time. 
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THE OELMACHER-ELLMAKER FAMILY 


The name "ELIMAKER" appears to have been spelled in this fashion 
first in America, when the family came here in 1726. It was the English 
form and pronunciation of the name. John Leonard Ellmaker, first of the 
family to come here, wrote his name in Germany as "Oelmacher". Some 
papers show the spelling as "Ailmocker" and tradition says that this 
spelling was the original form. It would thus seem that this followed 
the trade Guild system of the tradesman using the name of his trade, and 
that the ancestors of John Leonard Ellmaker had been "manufacturers of 
oil". (At that time it would have been olive oil.) 

The Medicinal Trade Union Guilds were at one time powerful organi- 
zations. They made their own laws and inflicted punishment for violations. 
They were also the means by which laws of a liberal nature for the pro- 
tection and benefit of the oppressed common people became incorporated into 
the common law of the land. This is of especial interest when we find that 
Elias Ellmaker, of Neuremberg A.D. 1652, although retaining the guild 
name of "Oelmacher" - anciently "Ailmocker" - became in his own generation 
a member of the Guild of Bakers. 

In 1726 John Leonard Ellmaker came to America and settled in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. His grandson Adam was born in that county, May 20, 1782. 
Adam's son Enos was born in Perry County, Pennsylvania, and in 1807 moved 
to lowa. He was accompanied by his half-brother Reuben, who wrote the 
letters which are herewith printed, after Enos had taken his family west to 
Oregon in 1852. 


These letters give a unique glimpse into the lives of the family and 


the conditions of the world in which they lived, since Ellmakers were 
intelligent, well-read people, and keen observers of the economic and 
political scenes among which they lived. 

Added to the letters is a narrative written by Enos Ellmaker, the 
original of which has been lost. However, a copy edited by his son Amos 
has been preserved and is herewith included, through the kind permission 
of its owner Ulysses Ellmaker of Lane County, Oregon. Titled by him, 
"The Autobiography of Enos Ellmaker", this is a most interesting story 


of this interesting family. 


GENEALOGY 


Elias Ellmaker's wife, Mary Magdalena Bremer, was the daughter of Frau 
Bremer (maiden name unknown), a French Huguenot born about 1630, whose 
mother fled from France to the Valley of the Rhine during the reign of 
Louis XIII. She had been a Lady-in-Waiting to Maria de Medici, wife of 
Henry IV of France, known also as Henry of Navarre, when that unhappy queen 
was exiled by Richelieu. 

Elias (Oelmacher) was a "free Burgher citizen, a member of the Guild 
of Bakers." He was born in Gaulhof District of Nuremberg, Germany, about 
1652 and married Marie (Mary) Magdalena Bremer. Their youngest son John 
Leonard (called Leonard) was born in Nuremberg on December 21, 1697. He 
married Anna Margaret Hornberger who was born in Germany on March 3, 1703, 
the daughter of John Adam and Maria Hornberger. They had twelve children, 
eight of whom reached adulthood. 

John Leonard Ellmaker, Sr., and his wife Anna Margaret Hornberger 
arrived in America in May 1776 and settled in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
where they owned a homestead of 220 acres of land on the South Branch of 
Mill Creek in Earl Township. This land was donated to them by the Penns 
on the 8th of February 173. He died there in May 1782. 

Jacob Ellmaker, fourth son of John Leonard and Anna Margaret Ellmaker, 
was born on February 16, 1749. His first marriage, to Elizabeth Hoffman 
on November 8, 177l, produced no children. He and his second wife, Margaret 
Teehorne (or Keblene), whom he married on August 26, 1779 had eight children. 

At the time of the American Revolutionary War, Jacob Ellmaker was en- 
rolled as a soldier - as early as the year 1777 - in the Tenth Battalion 


commanded by Colonel David Jenkins, in Captain George Rees' Company. Later 


he served in the Eighth Battalion under the command of Major Henry Markley, 
in the Company of Captain James McConnell, as a member of the Lancaster 
County Militia, Pennsylvania. 

Jacob Ellmaker and his brother Nathaniel took food and clothing from 
Earl Township, Lancaster County, to the soldiers at Valley Forge (1777-78). 
The wives of the two brothers also knit socks for the soldiers. General 
George Washington wrote to Nathaniel Ellmaker a note of thanks for the 
generous contributions made to the suffering and destitute soldiers of 
Valley Forge. (See Penna. Archives, series Five, volume Seven, pp 513, 
981-991; also Penna. Archives, volume Six, series Three.) Jacob Ellmaker 
inherited part of the original farm taken up as the homestead by his 
father, John Leonard Ellmaker, Sr., in 1726. In 1800 he migrated to Perry 
County, Pennsylvania, where he died August 25, 182). 

Adam Ellmaker was the oldest son of Jacob and Margaret Ellmaker, born 
a twin on May 20, 1782 in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. His first wife 
was Madeline (Magdalena) Wagner; their two children were Enos, born in 
1300 and Eliza, born in 1809. Following her death he married Elizabeth 
Reamer; their only son, Reuben, was born on June 3, 1816. Adam died in 
1836. 

Enos Ellmaker, son of Adam and Madeline (Magdelena) Wagner Ellmaker, 
was born in Perry County on May 15, 1307. His mother died when he was only 
four, and he was raised by his paternal grandmother. When he was seventeen 
his father permitted him to choose his life work. [Enos became an apprentice 
to a blacksmith, and learned the skill of making tools for stone cutters 
and steel workers. At that time, which was about 1825, these were hand tools. 
While yet a comparatively young man his exceptional abilities were recognized, 
when in 1332 he was awarded the contract for construction of the first 


eighteen miles of railroad running west from Philadelphia. This later 


became a part of the present Pennsylvania Railroad system. 

Enos migrated to Jefferson County, Iowa in 1836, accompanied by his 
sister Eliza, and his half-brother Reuben, and his uncle Jacob Ellmaker, Jr. 
He married Elizabeth (Betsy) Fisher on April 16, 1340 in Jefferson County. 
She was born in Marion County, Missouri on March 29, 1822 the daughter of 
Frederick Fisher, and died in Lane County, Oregon on September 9, 1907. 
Enos died on May 8, 1890 in Lane County. 

Frederick Fisher, father of Elizabeth Ellmaker, was born at Lease 
Creek Station, Kentucky on June 5, 1797, the son of George Fisher of Brown 
County, Ohio and his second wife, Mary Weaver. He was the last of fourteen 


children by two wives. He died in Lane County, September 26, 1385. 


The children of Enos and Elizabeth Fisher Ellmaker were: 


1. Byron, born March 27, 1841, in Jefferson County, Iowa. He was 
married twice; one of his wives was Martha Ann Saunders, whom he 
married on January 24, 1860 in Lane County. He died November ll, 
1906, in Lane County. 


2. Alice Ann, born March 15, 1845, in Jefferson County, Iowa. She 
married Richard Jones on August 25, 1863, in Lane County. She 
died September 1), 1872. 


3. Melinda, born September 17, 1847, in Jefferson County, Iowa. She 
married Ansel Hemenway on October 30, 1868. She died January 29, 
193 in Lane County. 


. Mary Jane, born April 10, 1850, in Jefferson County, Iowa. She 
married Volney Hemenway, brother of Ansel, on May 3, 1872. She 
died November 2, 1917. 


5. Amos Fisher, born August 23, 1852, in Jefferson County, Iowa. He 
remained a bachelor and came to Lane County with his parents, living 
on the family farm west of Eugene, Oregon until his death January 
2, 19h. He is the editor of his father's autobiography. 


6. Levi Robb, born September 12, 1855 in Lane County, Oregon. He 
married Frances Almeda Baker on April 6, 1881. She was born October 
23, 1864 at Mason County, Missouri, the daughter of Mary E. Gross 
and Columbus R. Baker. She died in Portland, Oregon on February 
22, 1935. Their children were Reuel, Jewell, and Ulysses. Levi 
died July 21, 1889. 


Reuel Ellmaker was born January 13, 1882. He and his wife, 


Elizabeth, had three children - June, Lee Adam, and Clar. 


Jewell Ellmaker was born July 14, 1886, and married Caleb 
Truman Peddicord on September 12, 1915. They had no children. 
She resides in Portland, Oregon. 


Ulysses W. Ellmaker was born December 12, 1887 in Lane County. 
He married Ruth Marie LeVan on January 30, 1915 in Eugene. 
They have one child, Elain Ellmaker Clark, now residing in 
Portland, Oregon. Ulysses and his wife Ruth are now living 
west of Eugene on part of the original Ellmaker farm. 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 
Portland Feb 28th 185) 

Dear Sir 

Yours of the 12th instant, making inquiries respecting the land 
law, is received. The law requires the settler to file his notifi- 
cation within three months from the survey. These three onthe are 
reckoned from the date of the notice published in the papers by the 
Surveyor General in which he makes known that the Survey is approved 
and the land ready for entry. If you can't to file your notifica- 
tion within that time I understand it is the practice of the office 
to receive it afterwards and allow the settlement to commence from 
any day not more than three months prior to the filing of the noti- 
fication, I also understand that the Surveyor Generel is of the 
opinion that a settler may abandon his claim to another after filing 
his notification but that he cannot afterwards claim other land 
but looses his donation right. 

Yours very truly 
Cyrus Olney 

Enos Ellmaker Esq. 

Starr's Point, Benton Co. Oregon 


Notes given for land claims are often sued on and collected, 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 


April the 15th 1854 
Dear Brother, 
I once more take up my pen informing you that we are in tolerable 
good health at present, and I sincerely hope these few Lines may 
find you all enjoying the best of health Now in the first place 
I will inform you Something about your Money matters and your 
buisness in general. Friend Cowan only paid what was due that 
is one payment and said that there was no use to talk about the 
other and just said in so many words (if I am able to always 
comply with my contract, I will think I am doing well.) and 
he did not pay off his bond untill the first day of April so I 
had but Little time for dodging; but I had made arangements with 
Henn (?), Williams, & Co. So that on the verry day I got your 
money I went to Fairfield and got you a Check on New York or 
payable in new york which will be as good to you in oregon as 
the gold & perhaps better for Likely you can get a small premiun, 
on your check the amound of your check is(Seven hundred and Twenty- 
one Dollars & forty cents.) Your bond was Seven hundred Dollars 
and the interest for one year at six per cent made forty-two 
Dollars so that your payment was 742 Dollars. Now I will inform 
that your vendue notes Lacked one Dollar and fifteen cents of 
holding out to what I receipted for to you. my receipt to you 
is two hundred and five Dollars & five cents which should have 
been two hundred and three Dollars & ninty cents. Now I will ex- 
plain every thing clearly so that you can unstand me without 
any trouble You are aware Mr. Humprey's note was two hundred 


Dollars and it was on interest at ten per cent untill paid the 


Ellmaker Letters -- 2 h-15-185 


interest was just 17 Dollars. now deducting the 350 that was 
over the 200 out of the 17 Dollars interest. Leaves V3210°3f 
interest to be taken out of your bond and also Mr. Eshlemans 
note oft: S85 ini ch makes twenty Dollars & sixty cts in all 

which I deducted out of your bond according to your request 

when you was here which Leaves you precisely Seven hundred and 
twenty one Dollars and forty cents which your check calls for, 
and your Check I sent with Mr. George Humprey I think it is in 
good hands and I sincerely hope it will reach the promised Land 
in Safety. Your vendue money I have collected and paid over 
according to your request, but Let me tell you George Jackson 
was a hard case to deal with, I was compel'd to Sue him and 

he took the stay and kept me out of the money Sixty days (& never 
paid untill the verry day before the Stay run out.) away with 
such Cla--(?) Leaders, away with such Exorters, and I say away 
with such Ministers, of the Gospel, that won't pay their honest 
debts, untill compel'd by the Lash of the Law. And last, but 
not Least, I say away with the Hypocrites, for if there is a hot 
place in hell they will be almost Sure & certain, to get their 
portion there. Now one word respecting Your seed/that you re- 
quested me to Send you I have Sent you three kinds of corn, 
and a Little Rye the smooth Barley I had none nor could I get 
any in the country. Neither did I send you any Osage Orange 
Seed from this fact that I had made arangements with Dr. Pretane 
of Fairfield to get me the Seed without fail, but he disapointed 
me so that I have not sufficient time to get your seed throug 


any other Source. So I hope you will pleas be so kind and ex- 
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cuse me for this time and I will try on all future occasions to 
accommodate you as far as possible. I saw a Letter that Mr. 
Robb got from your wife which Stated you had a notion of Selling 
your claim and going to the mines. (if that is the case perhaps 
the want of your Osage seed will not be such a greate disapointing 
after all.) Now one word about the emigrants that are bound 
for the promised Land. Mr. Leady & Mr. Landes rolled out on 
the 3rd of April and Mr. Humprey on the lth and Frederick Fisher, 
James Fis mer. John Fisher & Hiram Fisher all rolled out on 
the 10th of April for Oregon (or the tide of Navigation) N.B. 
I stated in my last letter that Washington Lewis had returned 
from California, this I correct by saying it is not true. Mr. 
Mr. Pinkley requested me to get you to inquire what postoffice 
he should write to, in order to get a Letter to Joseph in Oregon. 
Your red tap seed I will send you in this Letter as this is a 
Letter on business I have ctieffly confined it to that subject. 
Nothing more but remain Yours Truly. 

Ruben Ellmaker 


Mr. Enos Hlimaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 


July the 17th 185) 
Dear Brother, 

I again take up my pen to drop you a few Lines informing 
you of matters and things as they come to my mind. first I will 
inform you that Eliza Ann Ellmaker states that she has written 
four Letters and that her, nor you, has received any Letters 
from me, further I will inform that I have received them all 
and neither of them states one Solitary word where I shall send 
or Direct my Letters too. further I will inform you that I have 
received two from you and neither of them states one solitary 
word about where I shall Direct my Letters too. Such are the 
facts in the case and you cannot deny it. if ever I sell out 
and move but 20 miles I will tell you where to Direct your Let- 
ters (if eve I expect to receive any.) I can excuse you in 
your first Letter after you got through into Oregon, for you 
stated these words as follows "My mind is not yet settled fit to 
write it is like the ocean after a Storm yet I expect the Bil- 
lows will shortly calm I will then be better calculated to write" 
But when I received your Second Letter and got no Directions 
where to send my Letters, I began to think you mst be in a 
terrible Storm or the Billows were Long a Calming. I would not 
have wrote this Letter at this time only I saw a Letter a few 
Days ago that Lomira Graves got from Hliza in said Letter she 
came pretty near whittling me down to the Little end of nothing 
and States she would not write any more Letters to me untill she 
would get an Answer from me; She stated that you was (vexed and 


perplexed because you did not get any Letters from me. now I 
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will just inform you as a Brother and a Friend that I have Ans- 
wered your Letters promptly and If you have not received them it 
is not my fault. and I sincerely hope that this derangement in 
our letters will not cause any hard feelings whatever as this is 
the only way we have of conversing with each other in this world. 
One word more to our sister - Eliza She took good care to be 
certain and Send Lomira Godley the directions verry carefully 
where to Direct her Letters, but Reuben might guess at it the 
best way he could, this she will not deny; for I have her Let- 
ters all here in Black and white, and all the neighbours can 

see who is right. I learnt throug a Friend the name of your 
office a few days ago and then seeing Lomira Graves Letter I 

got the Directions there and that relie ved my mind on that 
score. Now one word respecting your affairs if you have not re- 
ceived my Letters of Course you would be uneasy I have settled 
your vendue buisness and paid off Mr, Geroge Humprey and lifted 
his note and paid him his Interest and I paid off Mr Eshlemans 
Note: and Mr Cowan only paid one payment and said he thought he 
was doing well if he was always able to come up to his contract, 
I settled up everything to a cent. I sent you a check By Mr. 
George Humphrey of Seven hundred and twenty one Dollars and 
forty cents which I hope you will receive in perfect saftey as 
as it is in good hands. and when the Last payment is due pleas 
to be so kind and Let me know how you want me to send that, for 
I will go strictly according to your orders if I Live. if you 
want me to send it by the emigration say so, and if you want me 


to send it by mail in a Letter, Say so, otherwise I will hold 
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on untill further orders. Mr. John G. W. Smith Came home near 
the middle of Last month & I think he has done tolerable well. 
further I will inform you that Mrs Delila Brown (John W. Brown's) 
wife died on the 13th of June Last. Jacob Brown Snr departed 
this Life some time in March Last this I stated in my Last Let- 
ters or in the next to the Last. now one word about the season 
we had but two months winter and I thought Oregon had migrated 
to the stetes Last winter Crops Look tolerable well it is rather 
dry for corn at present, the wheat and oats Looks tolerable well 
I stated in one of my former Letters that Benjamin McCleary Lost 
his wife Last winter and now I will inform you that he has got 
his second wife he married the widdow Keith a few days ago. 

now I will inform you that we are all well at present Except 
Solon he has had the ague for Some time but not verry hard. 
further I will inform you that Milton Hlimaker was Born on the 
Fourth of July (wet or Dry) Clarinda is about as well as could 
be expected under such Circumstances, the Burlington and Mis- 
sourii River Railroad is going on Rapidly it is all under Con- 
tract from Burlington to Ottumwa on the Desmoin river and the 
Company is for trotting it through on the Shortest notice. This 
road is near one and one half miles north of us it crosses cedar 
a Little below Clinkenbards old Mill & comes up on the South 
Side of Cedar at high water mark & Crosses Rock creek North of 
us this road is aiming for the Mouth of Platte River. Jacob 
Elimakers family is all well Except Jefferson & and he had a 


verry severe attack of the Lung fever Last winter and he is far 


Ellmaker Letters -- 


from being well. the health of the neighbour have generally 
speaking is good Mr. Hurds (?) family and Mr. Eshlemans are 
all well and the rest of the neighbours so far as my knowledge 
extends. and to conclude and remain yours untill Death | 


Reuben Ellmaker 


Mr. Enow ElLlmaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 

August the 10th 185) 
Most kind & respected Brother, 
with pleasure I take my pen in hand to answer your worthy Letter 
Dated June the 3d 1856 which Brought me the intelegence or in- 
formation where to Direct my Letters which you must know, Cer- 
tainly was a great Sattisfaction to me. if they did come at 
the Eleventh hour or in your Last Letter, instead of your first 
or Second. but such are the facts the Directions have been with- 
held from me and for what cause I know not, unless it was for 
to get a good Combing which I have already received and that 
with a three Legged Stool and worst of all not Directly, but 
indirectly. when you wrote Mr. Eshlemans Letter you certainly 
was in a bad humor, or otherwise you would certainly not have 
accused me, for not writing or neglecting your Business, untill 
you was Sattisfied, that such were the facts: and that by pur 
Authority. Now Enos I will just say to you in Ancient times 
it was not uncomon for men to be condemned by false Accusation. 
but now in this enlightened day & age of the world it is a verry 
rare Occurence. Now you say you know nothing about your affairs 
Mr. Cowan just paid one payment & said if he was always able 
to comply with his contract he thought he was doing well. I 
sent you the Money in a check with Mr. George Humprey the amount 
was Seven hundred & twenty -one Dollars and forty-cents; your 
vendue money I collected and paid off Mr. George Humpreys Note 
Interest & all Strictly according to promise not Exactly on the 
day it was due but the most of it was paid before due, all ex- 
cept Jackson & Beach I have sent you your check according to 


your request and I hope you will get it before you receive this 


Ellmaker Letters --2 August the 10th 185) 
temporary scrawl of mine and then perhaps you will be in a bet- 
ter humor than when you wrote to Mr. Eshleman. Now Enos I will 
tell you that I have done your business according to the best 

of my skill and abilities and further I have done precisely ac- 
cording to your request and directions. now I tell you as a 
Brother & a Friend, and the Friend, of mankind, that if your 
business has been neglected in the Least i must have been ig- 
norantly and not willfully. and I would like to know one thing 
that I neglected respecting your affairs, I have Answered your 
Letters promptly, punctually, and regularly as they came to hand 
and if you did not receive them you need not Lay the blame on 
me or my shoulders, for I tell you my skirts BS clear as the 

Sun at noon day. if you had of Sent me the directions whereto 
direct my letters to in your first or Second Letters there would 
be none of this uneasyness of mine and perhaps not a Single hard 
thought cross'd your mind, Now Enos I will sum this matter 

all up in a nutshell and will say to you tell Reuben of it first 
if he has neglected your affairs I want you to commence at home 
and then if you are sattisfied by good authority that I have 
neglected writing or that I have inthe Least, neglected your 
business or affairs in any shape or form. then I say to you 
inform the neiohhe-~g of the fact and send the news througout 
the Length and breadth of this mighty Land that Reuben has neg- 
lected writing to you, and neglected your business and affairs, 
and I will say Amen to it. As soon as I knew your Postoffice 

I had a Letter forwarded throug the postoffice department tothe 


Postmast at Portland to forward all the Letters that were then 
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in his office Directed (to you and Eliza) and Direct them to 
Starrs Point Benton County Oregon immediately. So that I am 
still in hopes you will receive the Letters I wrote since the 
first of April but all the others I expect has gone to the gen- 
eral Postoffice. 

I will now inform you that we are all well at present Sincerely 
hoping that these few Lines will find you all enjoying a Like 
blessing. Your old Neighbours is all well, generally speaking 
Jacob Ellmaker and family is all well except Jefferson, and he 
is not Long for this world any more, unless there is some Mira- 
culous Change takes place, & that verry soon he is verry much 
Like Richard James was six or eight weeks before his Death. Mrs. 
Holmes north of Crecevill (?) died verry sudently a few days ago. 
we have had a verry dry time since the middle of June Last the 
corn crop will not be quite as good as it might be in consequence 
of the severe drouth. one word on Politics. Jefferson County 
has went entire whig and that over 100 of a Majority the whigs & 
passed united. Horses are ranging from 75 to 150 Dollars. Oxen 
from 75 to 100 Dollars, Cows from 20 to 0 Dollars and everything 
else in proportion and amongst the rest Land is Looking up if 

I were to tell you that Land about Oskaloosa is selling from 

50 to two hundred Dollars per Acre you will think it is a Fish 
tale. but Sir this is the truth, Clarindas Mother sold Sixteen 
Acres of unimproved Land at 75 Dollars per Acre and cen get 

100 Dollars per Acre any Day for the baliance of her prarie: 

But Oskaloosa is a Little more favourable situated than the 

most of towns in the State, there is already some three or four 
Railroad Surveyers (2?) that place. Now I will mention some few 


alterations that Mr. Cowan made since you Left here first he 
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put up a small kitchen onthe north side of the house and a 
floor in the porch Also @ Chain pump in each of his wells fur- 
ther Laid the ballance or the floor in his horse Stable and 
put up a ménger in place of a rack from one Door to the other 
and put up a walk so that he can take his Horses, out and in 
on each side of the Barn just as he pleases. This is all the 
alterations 2nout the buildings. there is great alterations in 
the fencing since you Left, and the moveingof the road on the 
government Line on the west side of the Buildings makes things 
Look verry different, but: I tell you that makes the Farm Look 
50 per cent better. then he has a short Lane one hundred feet 
wide Starting above the Little Stable on the North side of the 
Barn Leading out to the Road the Little Grove on the North 
west of the Barn they cut downthinking it was the cause of 
Sickness and he intends to clear out all the timber between 
him and Mr. Hughel as soon as he can. further I state to you 
that they had a great deal of Sickness int heir family Last 
Season, after harvest it was truly distressing for there was 
three and four all stricked out at one time with the fever and 
the old man was verry near his grave: but was providentially 
spared. further I will inform you that there was more fruit 
in your old orchard Last yeer that it ever bore since planted 
put all together, some two or three trees broke down with 
Apples, they put up one hundred and five Bushels of winter 
apples measured & not guessed at and further he sold fifty 
Bushels to Mr, Mount in one Day at 75 cts. per bushel. this 
season his orchard has but Little fruit. I must close my 


scrawl by saying I remain your Friend & well wisher untill 


aca Ellmaker Reuben Elimaker 


Elimaker Letters 
December the 30th 185) 

Dear Brother, 

I now take up my informing that we are all in good health 
at present and all your old neighbours, so far as my knowledge 
extends and I sincerely hope these few Lines may find you sna 
and all enjoying the best of health. now in the first place I 
will inform that we have had a verry severe Drouth ever since 
about the 1Oth of June and all prospects thus far, for a dry 
winter. in fact I am of the opinion that the Drouth of 185) 
will be as long rembered as the wet, of 1851, only that the Drouth 
Lasted about three times as Long as the wet Season. in the next 
place I will inform you of Several Deaths that occurred Since 
harvest, first Johnny Brown's youngest Child also Mr. Luiz's 
youngest Boy, and Johnathan Jr. Lee's two youngest Children, 
the three last died with the hooping cough. And George Brimble 
and Gadok Edwards, (Both perhaps were hurryed out of this world 
by the aid of a steam Doctor.) these are all I can think of at 
present. Marriages, None except Henry Wolf and Mary Eshleman 
and they are well of it, Long ago. now I will give you our Iowa 
prices Currant: which is as follows, fall wheat one Dollar, 
Spring wheat from 80 to 90lbs, per Bushel and Corn from 30 to 
lO cts per bushel and at Keokuck is worth 60 ets per Bushel Cash 
up no grumbling. Oats 20 cts; Rye 56 cts Flaxseed One Dollar, 
Timothy seed $1.75 per Bushel Pork from 2.75 to 3.90 per hundred 
and Beef has been Selling all Summer from five to seven cents per 
pound this may look strange to you. (but it is just as true as 
strange) Horses from #100 to $150 Dollars per head all owing to 


quantity Oxen per yoke, from 80 to 100 Dollars & cows from 20 
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to O and among the rest Lana is Looking up considerable. The 
old (Jemison Farm) was Sold a few days ago for fifteen Dollars 
per Acre, and Harrison Gillman sold for the same per acre. The 
former amounted over two thousand Dollars, and I do know that 
when you was here that you would not a traded your varm for’his, 
& perhaps not, for three such Farms; it does not contain one 
single Fruit tree, large enough for a riding-switch, nor a Barn 
worth over ten Dollars and the timber is like the Irishmans flea 
when you go to put your hands on it, it is not there. The Oregon 
fever has entirely abated in this neck of woods, at least so 
much so, that in all my knowledge I do not know, of the first 
case that is likely to prove fatal, by Spring: You are aware 
that about the holydays it is generaly in its worst Stage. There 
is considerable of Buying and Selling these times, those that 
Sell generally go further west in Iowa, where Land is cheap and 
can be had at Congress price. Others again are bound for Kansas 
& Nebrasky: So goes the world, the one half does not know, how 
the other half gets along. There has been a verry heavy emi- 
gration into Iowa the two Last Years & especially this Year. 
James Wishard and Hlijah Pinkey have each entered and bought one 
hundred & twenty Acres of Land in Union County Iowa, and intend 
moving on it in the spring; Joseph Crees sold out for near three 
thousand Dollars & has moved to Decatur County Iowa. Jacob W. 
Brown and his two soninlaws (Henry Fishel & Isaac Keim) have all 
sold out & moved to Kansas last September. John G. W. Smith has 
Entered & bought two hundred & eighty AcYes of Land in Wayne 
County Iowa, and has bought the forty he Lives on for one hundred 


Dollars & got the title in his own name, so that he just owns 
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one half section of Land in Iowa since his return from Ualifornia. 
they are all well & getting along first rate. Daniel Shafer has 
got back from California not a great deal richer than when he went: 
he sold that Eleven Acres of Sloughs, & hazle brush, & thickets, 
at the SouthEast corner of our field, at Seven Dollars per Acre 
(that is the piece you was glad to getshut of at $1.25 per Acre) 
Further I will mention two mariages that took place last Thurs- 
day, ( i.e. David Y Collins & John Walkers Daughter, Alsa: Ben- 
jamin McCleary (illeg.) the widow Hale. Now one word respecting 
our buisness. I received your letter containing a receipt for 

the Amount of Money I sent you by Mr. George Humphrey which cer- 
tainlywas a great sattisfaction to me and further I was verry 

glad to hear that everything was done Correct, and sattisfactory. 
and I sincerely hope the baliance of your affairs will be attended 
to correct and sattisfactory. if I live untill Spring & your 
Money is paid when due (or when paid) you may rely upon it I will 
forward it immediately, by Mail precisely according to your Dir- 
ections in your Last Letter and that without fail. You left two 
accounts with me that is not worth a straw, that is one against 
Abrahams soninglaw and the other against Flowers. And now I shall 
wind up my Last Letter for the year 185) by saying that it is often 
the case. that the verry thing the Reader wants to know most about 
the writer says Least about, and this may be the case on the pre- 
sent occasion: but I have told you some things, and hinted at 
others, and the ballance I leave you to guess at. And so conclude 
and remain Yours truly. 


Reuben Ellmaker 
Mr. Enc. ELlmaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 


Jefferson County Iowa 
January the 30th 1855 


Most kind and respected friend, 

As the wheels of time are in motion, I came to the conclusion to 
put my pen in motion, and answer your most kind and worthy let- 
ter, which came to hand a few days ago, which truly was a verry 
great Sattisfaction to me. now I will inform you that we are 
all in tolerable good health at present and all the old neigh- 
bors generally Speaking, so far as my knowledge extends and at 
the same time sincerely hoping that these few Lines may find you, 
one and all enjoying a like blessing. I will just say I have 
wrote to Enos on the 30th of Last month, and one to Eliza Ann, 
about the 12th of this month, and as nothing of any note has 
transpired since I wrote the Latter, I am almost out of timber 
for material to build another, and as it takes some men along 
time to tell a Little and that is exactly my fix) therefore I 
ask your pardon, expecting your patience will be at an end, Long 
before you look over this temporary Scrawl of mine, but that is 
for you to know and me to find out. You requested me to let 
you to know.if there was any people coming to oregon this year, 
from our neighborhood. I will inform you that I do not know of 
one Solitary Family in all my knowing that is bound for oregon, 
or the promiset "this spring. You may rest assured that the 
Oregon fever has almost entirely abated especially in this 
section of Country and I sincerely believe it has moderated 
throughout the whole Union at Least so much so, that the Doc- 


tors will not have it quite so hard in the future. further I 
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will inform you that there has been a rerry heavy immigration 
to Iowa the Last two years and those that sell out in the old 


Settlements go a little further west in some of the new Counties 
in the interior of the State and what think best to go to a still 


newer Country are generally bound for Kansas or Nebrasky and 
especially the former as it has a good name abroad and there is 
great inducements held out there for the Class. So that un- 
doubtedly there will be a heavy immigration towards that quarter 
for a while or untill the fever abates. And by that time there 
will be some other place a little better, and you may depend taht 
this will be the case, while time Lasts. Now one word in refer- 
ence to that portion of your worthy Letter that refers to the 
Directions. I will merly say as, I have said, in one of my former 
Letters to Inos when I first found out the proper Postoffice 
where to write too, I said I sincerely hoped that this descnpes 
ment in the Letter business would cause no hard feelings and you 
may rest assured that I would feel bad when I was informed that 
they did not get my Letters I certainly knew that they would be 
uneasy about their affairs here, and perhaps I felt as bad as 
they did. (bad feelings you know would not mend the matter a par- 
ticle) And you know that it takes about two months for a Letter 
to go to oregon and about the same time from Oregon to Iowa, at 
Least I never got any in Less than two months after date. And 
you know in that Length of time there was room to say consider- 
able if a person felt so disposed. I suppose Mos was a Little 
out of humor when he wrote to Mr. Eshleman perhaps he had the 


Backache at that time for he wrote a Little different from his 
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usual mode of writing had I not known his hand write, I would 

a said it was not his Letter from this fact that it has neither 
day nor date, it does not say what month nor what year it was 
written this perhaps Enos will not believe but he can have choice 
of births, you know that is not his ordinary mode of writing 
Letters. JI know Fnos has wrote more than a thousand Letters in 
his time but I think that is the first he ever wrote with out day 
or date. I will now change the subject for a few moments and in- 
form you that there has been a great arrival in some of the churches 
in this vicinity, first the Babtists have swept everything Clean 
about Mr. Blacks School house, James Sime. &his wife, and his 
oldest Son & his wife Also Simon Fry and his wife and about two 
thirds of the Blacks with a number of others in that quarter all 
joined the Baptist Ghurch. The Dunkard Church has increased con- 
siderable within Six months I will mention a few that you are 
acquainted with (i e) as follows Philipalbaugh--Levi Teeter & his 
wife, John Fishel & his wife, John Teeter & his wife, Frederick 
Solenbarger & his wife, Isaac Teeters wife, Christian Burgett 

& his wife, and Hannah Smith Also two of Michael Peeblers Daugh- 
ters, and one or Samuel Peeblers Daughters and Some few others 
that I cannot think of at this time all joined the Dunkard Church 
Last Summer. I will now change my subject once more by saying 
that I am scarce of material to write about therefore I came to 
the conclusion to Send you a brief, and temporary Description of 
our State Fair, which was held at Fairfield, in October Last. 

the Fair Lasted three days, the fine Horses & Cattle ans speci- 


mens of grain, & roots, of almost every description and Mechanical 


Ellmaker Letters -- 1-30-1855 
implements of almost every cut, & hue, were there. And among 
the rest the Female Equestrianism or horsewomanship to taper off 
with (this is what I send you on two Extra Sheets) and I have 
tryed to give you the Description as true and correct as I 
possibly could So that you might understand it properly. this 
was truly an exciting time as it was the first State Fair ever 
held in Iowa. I got Enos navy papers at the time I got your 
letter. Pleas excuse me for transgressing on your patience, so 
unusually long. And so conclude and remain your true and faith- 
ful Friend Untill Death 


Reuben Hllmaker 


Mrs. Elizabeth Elimaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 
April the 10th 1855 

Most kind & respected Brother, with pleasure I once more take 
up my pen informing you that we are all well at present with 
the exceptions of the Children, and they have all got the 
hooping cough at this time how this will terminate I know not 
but time will tell the tale-- Now I sincerely hope that these 
few lines may find you one and all enjoying the verry best of 
health, and all your Friends & neighbors likewise. Now I will 
proceed to give you a brief Sketch of your Money matters in 
the first place, Mr. Cowan went to Pennsylvania Some time in 
February & intended coming back about the middle of March, 
but when he got Pennsylvania he took sick and verry bad so that 
he was unable to travel untill the Latter part of the first week 
of April he returned on the 7th in the night & the 8th was Sun- 
day & on the 9th he forked over and to Day I went to Fairfield 
and got your (check or Draught) so that you can see that I have 
not Delayed your Money one hour. Now I will explain every thing 
as plain as I can So that you can understand me in my awkward, 
way end manner, Your bond was Seven hundred Dollars and the 
Interes on that at Six percent for two years makes just Eighty- 
four Dollars, which stands thus 

DoT Tes cipal & interest 
And twenty Dollars I deducted out of that Amount for Collecting 
& Setting up your business and that just Leaves Seven hundred 
and Sixty four (764) Dollars: and three Dollars & fifty-cents 
I had to pay for your check or Draught, which leaves the Amount 


of Seven hundred and Sixty Dollars & fifty cents (this being the 
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precise Amount I send you in this Check or Draught) Now per= 
haps you will think strange why I had to pay for this Check or 
Draught & not for the one I sent you by Mr. Humprey this is 
verry easily explained, that one last year 1 had made payable 
five months after Date Just so that it would be due by the time 
the emigration would arive in Oregon. And this one you will See 
I had made payable Sixty Days after Date just about the time 

the mail would arive in Oregon. So you will see that it is 

owing to the shortness of time, that 1 had to pay for this 

Check or Draught and not for the other. So you will see I saved 
you at Least 3 Dollars & fifty, cts in the first Check or Draught, 
by not having it made payablefor five Months after Date for you 
know you could not a cashed it untill you would of got it. as 

it was agoing by the emigration and that goes verry slow. So I 
thought it would be more than 3 Dollars & fifty Cents advantage 
to you to have this one made payable just as soon as I thought 
you would get it by mail which will be about three Months Sooner 
than the One I Sent by Mr. Humphries. this very Check or Draught 
in them three Months would Draw 11 Dollars & forty cents Interest 
at the low rate of Six per cent. and perhaps the Money will be 
worth more than that to you in Oregon in that Length of time. 

Now I will say to you that I have settled up your business, as 
saving and economical, as I possibly could, and according to the 
best of my skill and abilities. Now then there is two Dollars 

& fifty cents I collected from the School District after a Long 
& hard struggle for you; And twenty five cents I collected from 
John Tieter which makes two Dollars & Seventy five cents this 


sum added to the twenty Dollars that I deducted out of this 
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payment just makes Twenty two Dollars & Seventy five cents ($22.75) 
this is all I charge you for Collecting & Setling up all your 
business & affairs that you Left in my care. the Laws of Iowa 
all ows two per cent for collecting Money: but I have not quite 
charged you one & a half; at two per cent it would amounted to 
3h Dollars & 59 2/3 cents So that you perceive that I did not 
undertake this job thinking that I would get rich, or for Spec- 
ulation, but: I done it for an accommodation, or a favour. Now 
Enos if every thing is done to your entire sattisfaction I hope 
you will receive it as such. Now if their is one half cow iii. 
I have given » accoumi of, Pleas to be so kind & Let me no snd 
I will make it right hereafter, and Should there hapyen to be 


misteke o* one hel? cent, dayend wpon ib thas 24 2s horantly 


0 


w not “illfully. if everything thing is done to your with you 
will pleas tosend me a receipt for the ‘mount of this Creek, or 
Draught, and also, the original receipt, I gave you, in our house. 
and then everything will be aranged sattisfacttory. i will be as 
glad as you will if you are Lucky enough to get your mene; in 


perzvect sefety, as 1 consider there wes & g2550 Ses_or.chil yy 


resting on my shoulders while I had charge of your affairs. So 
much on that subject. further I will inform you that the Capi- 
tol of Iowa will be Located this coming Season at Fort Desmoin 
in Polk County. Dr. Warner has sold his Farm for Four thousand 
five hundred Dollars and has Located himself in Libertyville and 
intends to practice Medicine, and John Walker has Located himself 
in Libertyville. this spring is cold & backward, and dry in the 


extreme. I am now holding the pen, instead of the Plough, in 


0160810 
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order to do your business with Dispatch. Pleas be so kind ex- 
cuse brevity on this occasion. John Mason & the widow Gispel (7) 
were Married a few Days ago and Joseph Holsinger & one of Samuel 
Peeblers Daughters. Jacobs family is all well but Jeff and he 
is yet alive and that is about all. Spring wheat is 1.00 per 
bu. cash fall wheat 1.10 and oats .20 cts and Potatoes 1.00 Dolar 
cash & so conclude & remain Yours truly until Death. 

Reuben Hllmaker 


Mr. Enos Ellmaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 
April the 17th 1856 

Much Respected Brother 

With pleasure I take my pen in hand to Answer your worthy 
Letter which came to hand some time ago. In the first place I 
will inform you that we are well at present, and all the old 
Friends & neighbours, generally speaking, so far as my knowledge 
extends: and I sincerely hope that these few Lines will find 
you one and all, enjoying the best of health, I know not pre- 
cisely what kind of stuff this Letter will be made of whether 
it will be brief, or Lengthy, or whether it will be nothing but 
a Dirty Sheet of paper ( but this will be for you to know, and 
me to find out.) Now in the first place, I will say to you that 
I believe there has been more Yhanging and Shifting in buying & 
Selling the Last three years than I ever Saw in the same Length 
of time since the first Settling of this Country I will not ex- 
cept the two first years after we came to this Country when you 
know that at Least four fifths of the entire population was noth- 
ing but what we properly termed Squatters. Also the price of 
land has advanced more in two years than you have any idea of 
or in fact that you will credit, or believe (but it is even so) 
Now I will mention a few Farms that have been bought & Sold lately 
that you are acquainted with George Brown Sold at 15 Dollars per 
Acre this was an inferior Farm & not Saleable. Benjamin Bivens 
Sold his Farm for 20 Dollars per Acre, prarie and timber all 
round. Levi Hutton Sold his Farm at 20 Dollars per Acre all 
round and Isaac McCleary Sold for 22 Dollars per acre all round 
Morton Sold for a Little the rise of 20 Dollars per Acre this 


is the Farm Jacob Brown Formerly had there on the road (Bivens) 
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Bought this property, the others are all Bought by Strangers I 
mention these places because you are acquainted with all of them. 
Now I will mention one more Forty Acre Farm and that is the Forty 
Acre Lot that Bonnet formerly owned this just lies on the west 
Side of the Blue point Road just, where it intersects the Agency 
Roan ( or to be more particular just where your cattle started 
to run off) this Bonett Sold for 15 Dollars per Acre to old 
man Sumner & he sold it at the same to a man the name James 
Hardin and he Build a one Story house with an Eli to it, and 
then Sold it again for the Smg Little Sum of Fortyfive Dollars 
per Acre without any improvement but an old fence that would 

not save a crop for you or me one season. this is only a Single 
Isolated case where Land has been sold at so high a price nor I 
do not want you to understand me that this is the average price 
of Land here, but merely to inform you how great a change has 
taken place in so short a time. I will now say to you that the 
average price of Land here at this time is from 20 to 25 Dollars 
per Acre and Still Looking up. You are aware the Farms I told 
you of were nothing superior except Esaac McClearys & that céme 
to over Seven thousand Dollars do not think that Isaac is a 
going to Leave Iowa You could not drive him away he is going 

a Little further west & enter or buy Lots of Land for his Chil- 
dren, and this is the case with many more that are selling out, 
it is merely to better their condition in Life and they can do 
it without going verry far. Do not be Astonished at the price 
of Land here and do not think that it is at the summit Level; 


for, I tell you Iowa has just Sprung, as it were into existence 
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within the Last two years. Now if I was a prophet or a prophets 
Son I could tell you what Land would rate at in five year's hence 
but as I am not I will Leave time to tell the tale and then it will 
be well told -- But Least you might think I cannot see an inch 
before my nose I will inform you that the day is near at hand, or 
not far distant, when all the Land through here that is any account 
will average from Forty to Fifty Dollars per Acre. do not think 
that this is a mere Chimera of the Brain for time will prove this 
to a complete demonstration, and that is the best witness that I 
can produce in this case. Joseph Hughel sold out for three thou- 
sand Dollars and Enoch Mosier Sold out for Fifty Dollers per Acre 
and is bound for Texas in a few Days I well remember the time 
when this man could scarsely pay his Blacksmith bill, and I pre- 
sume you do when he lived on Dr Starkes place I paid his bill and 
took it in Corn, threshing, such are the facts in the case and 
now he is worth as much as you and me both (and him a Cripple at 
that.) It is one undisputed fact, that the"Race is not always 

to the Swift, nor the Battle to the strong! Mr. Henery Pane- 
becker Bought Eleven Acres ajoining at, or, the South East corner 
of our place for one hundred Dollars and put up a Log house and 
is going to move in a Day or two So much for Land matters. 

Iowa prices about as follows Horses from 100 to 150 Dollars a 
head, Cows from 20 to 30 Dollars a head & ready. sale stock hogs 
Grojs, (?) Sheep from two to three Dollars a head, and grain as 
follows wheat from 1.00 to 1.25 cash at home do not think it 
high because we have a Market which was not the case a few years 


ago we are now within four or five days of Any of the Eastern 
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Gities therefore there is a prospect for a Market for all time 
to come. Beans 1.50 per bushel Barley 1.00 per bushel, Corn 
from 20 to 25 cts and oats from 15 to 20 cts and every thing 
in about the same proportion. Our best respects to Mr. George 
Humrey & Family, (Pleas to tell him that I still Look for that 
Letter he promised to send me.) and so conclude & remain 
yours truly. 

Reuben Ellmaker 


Mr. Enos Ellmaker 


December the 28th 1857 
Kind Brother, 

With Pleasure I take my pen in nand to drop you a few Lines 
informing you that we are all well at present, and I sincerely 
hope these few Lines will find you all enjoying a Like blessing. 
the Friends and Neighbours are well generally Speaking. low I 
have no apology to offer for not writing Long ago Only that I 
was careless and I do hope if I have not done my duty in writing 
oftener that, that may not prevent you from writing, for I an 
always glad to hear from you. the fact is I have written fewer 
letters the Last twelve months past than ever I did in the same 
length of time only what I wrote on business. I wrote two Let- 
ters to Eliza Ann Humprey. the one was dated June the lst con- 
taining a Check for which I paid the gold for and I waited four 
months patiently for an Answer and received none, and then I 
wated nearly three weeks Longer and received no Answer So I con- 
cluded I would write again and on the 19th Day of October I 
wrote the Second Letter and I have not got the Scratch of a pen 
yet, but when the next four months roll round from the date of 
my last letter I will most undoubtedly expect an Answer; and if 
I receive None I will be Sadly Disappointed. Now in the next 
place I will inform you of mother & things in general. first we 
had an old fashioned Iowa winter and a Late Spring however the 
small grain done well, the corn crop was Lighter than common 
owing to the backwardness of the Spring Still we had a tolerable 
crop. Times ar rather dull at present owing to the tremendious 


failier in the Banks and Just So Long as this rotten Banking 
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System is kept up there will be a break down every once and 
awhile and if only those Strong Supporters of the Banking System 
were the Loser, it would be a fine blessing. prices Currant 
about as follows. Wheat 60 cts, oats 20 cts. Corn 25 cts Pota- 
toes 25cts.e Horses are verry high. Cattle are a little on the 
decline, pork is 3 and 33 per hundred and everything else in 
proportion. 

The Keokuck Railroad is completed to Bentonport, and the Burling- 
ton & Missourie River Railroad is Completed to Roam on the west 
side of Skunk River. Our Mill privileges are much better than 
they were a few years ago there is two Steam Mills, at Fair- 
field, and one in Birmingham and one at Iowaville. Robert Brown 
is register & Receiver of the Land office at Fort Desmoin, he 
was appointed By (Old Buck.) Joseph Mounts store took fire on 
the night of the 2th of this month but was Discovered before 
the fire. Broke on the outside and was subdued, his loss is 
estimated at one thousand Dollars; the man that bought Mr George 
Humpreys Farm, at Libertyvill sold out at thirty Dollars per 
Acre. Michael Peebler Bought the Komp 0 and the Byerts 0 acre 
Lots for two thousand Dollars and built a house on the Komp 0 
out on the Road, and Lives there himself, Jane Glughel Samels 
Daughter died this fall with the Lung fever. Marriages, Samuel 
Brown and Esther Peebler, and Daniel Brown and Susan Peebler 
were both Married a few weeks ago that is two Brothers marrying 
two Sisters they are both (Michael Peeblers Daughters.) There 
has been a new kind of Spring Wheat Brought here that beats the 


Italian all hollow it is a smooth wheat and threshes easy and 
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is nearly Equl to any fall wheat for flour. the Hungarian grafs, 
and the Chinese Sugar Cane have both been lately introduced to 
this Country and they have both proved to do extremely well the 
Hungarian grafs will yield from three to four tun of hey per 
Acre. and the Chinese Sugar Cane I consider one of the greatest 
things ever brought into this country. I planted four ounce of 
seed last spring and we made about 30 gallons of good molasses, 
a Superior article, to what we generally buy and ever hereafter 
as Long as I live, I intend to raise my owm molasses the cane 
will do well wherever indian corn grows and may be planted & 
tended in Like manner. I can raise two hundred gallons per Acre 
this may seem like a large tale to you but it is even so the 
only object is to get the juice out of the stock as the stock is 
verry hard. I put me up a temporary mill that I can run out one 
hundred gallons of Juice per Day this mill grinds & prasses at 
the same time. the juice is verry rich does not take more than 
one half the boiling that maple sugar does. Every six gallons 
of juice will make about one gallon of molasses. further I will 
inform you that Mr. Baughman Sold his Farm for Five thousand 
Dollars & talks of going to Missouri. Mr. Bonnet put up a Large 
Brick house since harvest, 18 by 38 two story high with a well of 
16 feet squar, which cost him just 1600 Dollars He had it put 
up by the Job & the Contractor furnished all except board, 

Perry Majori has sold his store in Libertyvill and bought out 
David Black at 22 Dollars per Acre and has gone to Farming, 

Black has bought in Missourie and Archibald Black sold out to 
Mr, Patton for 22} Doll. per Acre and he has bought in Missourie. 


I will send you a few hills of the Chinese Sugar Cane and a 
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little of the Hungarian grafs seed, Hoping they both may do well 
in your country if the cane does as well in oregon (as it does 
here) you can make Molasses Enough on one quarter of an Acre 

for your family for one year and use it every Day of the year. 
N.B. do not plant the cane near Broom corn or Chocklate corn 

or else you will have a mixture and not the genuine. plant from 
three to five grains in a hill & tend it like corn. I will close 
this scrall of mine hoping you will excuse all mistakes & Blun- 
ders and I conclude and Remain Your Brother untill Death 


Reuben Elimaker 


Mr. Enos Ellmaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 


Middletown April 12th 1858 

Dear Sir 

I received your favor of last winter in due time and I was 
very glad to hear from you and yours although yours I have never 
seen. We are all well at present and hope these few lines may 
find you and yours in the enjoyment of the same blessing. The 
greatest blessing that we can enjoy in this world. I hope that 
health and prosperity may follow you through all the meandering 
scenes of life Our winter has been very mild we have had very 
little Snow and as little cold weather. times is very tight 
and money Scarce in Perry though we think they will get better 
soon our Spring is coming forward very fine Our Peach trees 
is comming in blossom fine our prospects for a fruit crop is 
good if no preventing providence we will have a fruit season 
Father Wright is living yet and well and is a going to move in- 
to millerstown some time in May or as soon as there can be a 
House built for him the house is in progress of construction 
at this time and I think will be ready for him sometime in May 
he has sold all his land estate but about 1h acres George 
Wright bought the old place, he is old and infirm and does not 
need land, needs only a place to repose here for a while he 
is 77 years old and that is considered an old man in our day 
Mother is well and harty Isaac Mitchell and his family is 
well Joseph Mitchell and his family is also well and still 
living on the old mitchell farm and if you were to visit the 
old Mitchell farm you would see but little difference since 


you left Perry. Samuel Mitchell is still liung and well 
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William Mitchell and his family is also well your friends and 
neighbours are nearly all well that is living. I believe I 
never told you what became of our Sally March She became her 
brother in-law's second wife and the last I heard from her she 
had become very poor and wretched. I could of a wished her 
better fortune in the world. Our Nercisses Nipple or Nercissa 
Heim after her marriage for a time seemed doing well but her 
Husband of late has become a common drunkard and is doing no 
good at all Hypocracy and Pride has got a fall which is gener- 
ally the case the Mitchell family is all dead but Isaac William 
Joseph and Samuel. Henry Grubb (Sr.) is living yet and old Mr. 
Christian Grubb is still with us Daniel Grubbs heirs still own 
your old place at the River, and John C. Hetnicks owns the old 
Mont's Property John C. Hetnicks is a son of Mrs. David Derick- 
sons old Fredrick Nipple has sold his farm in wild cat valley 
and moved this spring to Newport. Newport is quite a smart place. 
As you expressed it that your days was in the yellow leaf I have 
only to say that many more of the many grope of school Boys that 
use to sport with you through the hills and dales of wild cat 
valley and its vicinity have passed the summit of there day and 
are in the decline of life Such is the case of your friend John. 
Our place at school are now filled with another generation thus 
passeth this world away as one generation passeth away another 
generation cometh to succeed them. Our Pennsylvania canal is 
sold to a company for seven million five hundred thousand dollars 
to the central Pennsylvania Rail Road Company. There is great 
excitement in Pennsylvania about the course of our nation admin- 


istration to admit Kansas into the union with the Lecompton 
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constitution. We expect to see Oragon admitted into the union 
before Congress ajourns. I think Minasota will be admitted 
without any trouble I work at masoning yet. My health is good 
but I am older then when you saw me last wheat is worth #1 in 
Millerstown Rye .62¢ corn .50¢ Oats 30¢ Potatoes .75¢. ‘our 
banks is a beginning to do business Money Matters are easier 
I must now conclude I remain your friend well wishes untill 
death 
John Wright 
Write soon and let us hear from you 


To Mr. Enos Ellmaker 


ELMAKER LETTERS 
February the 16 1859 
Dear Brother, 

I now take my pen in hand to drop you a few lines informing 
you that we are all well, and I sincerely hope these few Lines 
will find you all enjoying a Like blessing. futher I will inform 
you that I received your worthy Letter on the 12th Day of February 
and on Monday the 1th I mailed your grafts, at Batavia. I waxed 
the ends of every one a little and then rolled them up in a Leaf 
of Soft Blotting paper and then I put them into a News-paper in a 
manner so that I think they cannot Possible bruise, and if unmo- 
lested, I think they will go through Safe, (at Least I hope so.) 
Last Summer was on the wet order and Consequently our crops, generally 
speaking were rather on the Light order: and our winter thus far, 
has been verry mild, with the exceptian of a few days and we had 
but Little Snow So far. Our railroad is now Completed as far west 
as Agency-City and the Cars are roling a Long in Splendor and not 
only the Looks, But all heavy freight Such as Salt & Iron or any 
other heavy Articles is much Cheaper than formerly & in fact our 
groceries & everything we have to buy is Cheaper, generally 
Speaking. And if we have anything to Sell it brings the Cash right 
at home, at some price or other You know this is much better than 
Chips or whetstones But this is a Progressive age for Little did 
you & me think that we could here the Iron Horse come snorting 
along within 14 miles of us when we Located in Iowa, but such are 
the facts and that beyond dispute. Our nearest Station is at 
Batavia, & the next nearest Station is on Isaac McQleary's Farm 


near Clinks old mill due North of Libertyvill this is called the 
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Libertyville Station And then Fairfield and Agency City. & C. A 


list of Deaths Since my Last, Adam Wier of Libertyville, old Mrs, 
Collins, near Bativia, & George W. Jenkins formerly of Fairfield, 
he died in Churchville & was buried in Fairfield. Marriages John 
H Eshleman & Sarah Garber, Charles Glenn & Sirene Peebler (that is 
John Glenns oldest Son & Samuel Peeblers Daughter.) And a man by 
the name of Walkup & Ann Lutz. the Latter Married a widower with 
only Six children to begin with. Iowa prices, Horses from 75 to 
125 per head, Oxen from 50 to 80 Dollars per yoke ws from 15 to 
25 Dollars per head, Sheep 2 Dollars per head, & we sold our pork 
at 4.25 & h.50 per hundred Wheat 1.00 Corn .50 cts, Oats 50 cts, 
Potatoes 50 cts & C. One word respecting old man Cowan & Family 
They do not take verry well in Our Neighbourhood, I truly think if 
you had his Biography for the Last five Years, You would at least 
be interested Old Mr. Beach sold his Farm for three thousand eight 
hundred dollars. & general report says, it will take about all to 
pay his Debts this Looks hard for a man that has been striving So 
long to split a picaune in two. Armsrong has come to Iowa & is now 
Building on his Land right opposite to the Beach Farm. Men that 
have the means can Build just as they please as their is Large quan- 
tities of Pine Lumber brought into the country by the Railrod. 
Oregon was admitted into the Union on the 12th of this month by 11 
of a majority You may thank the Democratic party, for the woollies 
all most unanimously opposed the Admission to aman. (I call them 
woollies for the want of a better name) they opposed Oregon what 
for merely because it was a Free State this Shows the republican 
or more properly the woolly proclivities & the record will stand 


as they voted for ever, and will show their principals. Excuse me 
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for Leaving my subject I expect you have heard all I have told you 
about Oregon before these few Lines will come to hand but you know, 
a good story is nothing the worse by being told twice over. John 
Mitchel has moved on his Farm in Iowa near Bonaparte two years ago 
in the Spring. Jocob and Family are all well & all the old desi 
bours as far as my knowledge extends. Our best respects to Mr. 
George Humphrey and Family & so conclude and remain Yours truly 
untill Death. Reuben Ellmaker 


Mr. Fnoss EL lmaker 


ELLMAKER LETTERS 

January the 24th 1860 
Dear Brother, 
I now take my pen in hand, to drop you a few Lines informing 
you, that we are all well at present and I sincerely hope that 
these few Lines. will find you all enjoying a Like blessing. 
there has been several Deaths among the old in this vicinity. 
first I will inform you that Clarinda's Mother departed this 
Life on the 10th Day of October Last in Ashland at Dr. cvan's 
She had been unwell off and on for nearly a year, Old Mr. Gill- 
man was buried on Newyears day. Old John Garber died this win- 
ter, and Old Mr. Holsinger, died a few Days ago. Miss Lucy 
Colling & Dr. Jay were Married Last fall. Dr. Peter Walker was 
Maried to his third wife about two weeks ago her name was Mrs. 
Drake of vanburen, County She was a widow with four Children 
two are about grown & the other 2 a size smaller, she is pretty 
well off. I will make no Comment onthis match any more than I 
will just say this was Marrying a Drake -nstead of a Duck. We 
have verry plasant weather at present for the time of year & 
have had verry little snow this winter so far & only about 
three weeks of cold weather all told thus far. times are tol- 
erable dull at present respecting Money matters. Pork from 
4.25 to 5.00 per hundred Beef, 3 and ) per hundred Flour 2.50 
per hundred Corn 20cts and all other things in about the same 
proportion. Political matters look rather Squally at present 
Iowa went Republican or woolly Last fall and we only Elected 


one Democrat in Jefferson Co. and that was the County Judge 
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(Knox Elexander) I suppose you have heard all about the Insur- 
ection at Harpers Ferry that has caused a great deal of Excite- 
ment throughout the country: but John Brown the ringleader and 
a number of his comrades have received their just reward Long 
ere this time. I do hope that they will get Every last tie, 
and make them pull hemp. Jacob Ellmaker and Family are all well, 
and all the old neighbors So far as my knowledge extends. Ghrisr- 
opher Ellmaker & Mary Ann Ellmaker are both single yet & they 
are getting-along verry well, he has not Bought a Farm yet: but 
I think he will buy sometime during this summer if he can get 
in, what he has Loaned out. I will now bring these few Lines 
to a close & hope you will pardon my neglect for not writing 
sooner & so conclude and remain 

Your affectionate Brother 


N. B. Peas direct as follows, 
Untill Death 
Batavia 
Rueben Elimaker 
Jefferson County 


Iowa 


K 
EOS and ELIZABETH ELLMAKER * 
44 .°#to OREGON in 1853 


ENOS ELLMAKER 


November 2lst 1898 
A biograhical sketch of the life of Enos Ellmaker from his birth, to 
his death. 
Enos Ellmaker 
Was great grand son of John Leonard Ellmaker, and Anna Margaret Ell- 
maker and grand son of Jacob Ellmaker, and son of Adam Ellmaker. 
Was born - = - May 15th 1807 in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 
Wildcat Valley, and Greenwood Township. 
Enos Ellmaker 
Was the eldest child of Adam Ellmaker. he had a sister two years 
younger than He was. Their mother dying when he was four years old. he 
being bereft of that greatest of earthly blessings, a mother, was placed 
under the care of his paternal grandmother for several years. His father 
being a farmer the son was brought up under rural culture, until he was 
seventeen years of age. At that age, his father gave him the privalege 
of choosing his favorite field of move in. Under the then, or at that time, 
in the History of the United States of America, farming was scarcely a 
living, as a livelihood. 
Memoirs of Enos Ellmaker 
date 182). The direct tax was upon the country, wheat was only worth 
374 cts to 40 cts pr bushel and that in Gry goods, not groceries or money 
would it bring. 
At the above date, or at the age of seventeen, in the year 182) he 
commenced serving as an apprentice at the blacksmith trade, hoping to 


procure an honest living by that mechanical branch. After serving three 
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years as an apprentice, he commenced journey work. the fall of 1828 forty 
miles from Liverpool four miles west of Milton, worked there two months and 
ten days. After which he returned to his fathers until spring. he then 
commenced work on the Canal, eight miles from his fathers, worked there, 
two months, at 26.00 per month all found, and one week for Ritnor. he was 
waiting an answer from Mr. Provest and company, They having the contract of 
all the locks, from Suns Burry to Harrisburg. 

He commenced work for that company, working on édge-tools and steel, 
he prefering that kind of work. Working in Gorge Town, eight miles above 
Liverpool. he commenced work for two years, but, in the mean-time, he got 
Sick and went home, for two weeks. he then resumed work, and worked until 
contract was finished, after finishing* the contract he then traveled west. 

Stoping at Johns Town, working there one month and a half he then 
traveled to Pitts Burg, thence took stage for home, after visiting at home, 
he moved to the mouth of the Mencacy on the Potomack River in the Stat of 
Mary Land, worked until the greate Snow of 1891 being three feet deep. He 
then returned home to his fathers, and started a shop there, after working 
at hom for a few months, he becoming discouraged, and not being accustomed 
to country life he left home. On receiving a letter from Mr. Daniel Fagan 
of Lancaster. He having a marble shop there, requesting him to come down, 
and he would give him a two years contract, he left his shop at his fathers, 
and went down to Lancaster to see Mr. Fagan, telling his father that he 
would be at or return home, in two weeks, but he did not return home, he 
commenced working for Mr. Fagan, working only two days, Fagan selling his 
contract. 

*He was taught edge tool work when a prentice. A friend Mr. Provest a 
resident of Jermantown and quite wealthy, a heavy stock holder in the 


Jermantown bank and also in the Pentowmship bank of Philadelphia and 
valuable property besides. Last but not least, a truthful honest man. 
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Mr. Provest hearing of his being in Lancaster he sent for him. He left 
Lancaster, went to Philadelphia, engaged to work for two years and a half 
for Mr. Provest. 

In working this two and one half years, and while employed he resided 
in German Town. 

His work was dressing the tools for stone cutters, and masons, while 
building and constructing a viaduct between Northern liberties and German- 
town on the Reading Railroad. 

In the year 1832 was the commencement of the building of the Columbia 
Railroad. 

When the first Ship load of rail road material arrived from England 
Major Wilson, head engineer, made special inquiry of Mr. Provest who he 
could get, to start, or on commence the laying of the rails? 

Provest recommend and requested him to get Enos Ellmaker, as he was 


a suitable, or fit man, for the work that he could recommend. 


Remarks 


In giving, and writing, this biograhical sketch, and the life of my father 
I now come to a period, or a cycle, in the history of this Government. 


That was the commencement of the great canal, and railroad systems. 

And I will say at this present time - that that period was the dawn 
of that wich, has developed, and built, one of the greatest nations, that 
History gives man kind any knowledge of. In the inception of this great 
improvement, we see a few of the names who were prominently connected with 
this immortal epoch. 


In writing this, I have abbreviated the original which was written by 
my father in 1883. 


Major Wilson gave him the plat, and plan, of the Liverpool and Manchester 
Railroads to examine and study for a fortnight. 
After which, he made some tools for use in laying and putting down track 


employed five men, and worked five days, and succeeding to a "demonstration." 


Enos Ellmaker (4) 


This being the first edge (or Tulit) railing, laid in the United 
States, in 1832. After this ecperimenting in railroad building, which he 
accomplished so happily, he again resumed work in his shop, until Some 
months after when he took a contract of putting dowm six turnouts. 

He was then appointed by the *Board, the then acting superintendent in 
his stead, or place. On the first division from Green Street, to the Peala 
Tavern, a distance of 18 miles. He quit work on the railroad and took a 
contract in the year 1833 on the Potomack River. This contract consisted 
of makeing the Lock irons for a distance of 60 miles. And railing on the 


Aqueduct, over the Cannaceghgogig, close to its junction, with the Potomic, 


At the town of Williams Port in Maryland. he had two shops one above 
Harpers Ferry, and one in Williamport this was a very heavy, and protracted 
contract, it took him three years, and six months, to complete, and finish 
the contract. 

He then moved his shop up the Potomac river to the tow of Hancock 
doing all kinds of work for the contractors. he then returned home, and 
resided there, for seven months, assisting him father in building a new 
house. After which he returned to his shop at Hancock. But his active 
and public career, was about finished in the South, and East, his dear 
father contracted sickness from which he soon departed this life. 

His request was that he should return home after his death and ad- 
minister on his fathers estate. | 

And he immediately closed his business up in the South and returned 
home and settled his fathers estate. 

he then offered the estate to his sister and half brother but they did 
not want him to leave them. 

*I do not understand what my father (meant - ) by using the word - "(Board)" 


I presume it was the head official appointed by the State, as this road was 
built by the States- 
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This is a very abbreviated account, or short history, and sketch, of my 
father Enos F. Elimaker 

And his connection, or his being prominenently associated with the 
first great improvements of this country. 

A. F. Ellmaker 

After settling his father's estate he made a trip out West to Towa 
in 1837 in company with one of his neighbors, Squire Baird. Iowa was just 
in the bud of existance at this time in the History of our country. he 
went out to look at the new country before they sold, or disposed of their 
real and personal property in Pennsylvania. their journey and trip was 
certainly a pioneer and fronteersmans adventure. they found the Indian 
and the wild grass and nature in its purity and a few scattering settlers 
or squateers. some had built a log pen and put up a stack of wild hay 
and gon after their families. After looking over the country for some 
time he finally concluded to move out and try the wilds of a new country. 
Before starting on his return trip he was delayed and had to lay over 
two weeks. 

In Burlington, on what now is burlington, As at that time there was 
nothing but a log builing, and Blacksmith shop - And a small building with 
a gambling Hell in it. 

This constituted the builings of the City of burlington in 1837. 

he got out of that awful place, the second week of November. Got on 
board the boat, traveling on the Mississippi. To the Ohio thence up the 
Ohio to Wheeling, West Virginia. On arriving there he met the ice in the 
river and was obliged to take the Stage over the mountains, a distance of 
over 300 miles to Harrisburg. he crossed the summit in the night. Snow 
lay eightteen inches on the ground. It was tolerable fresh, but he had 
prepared him self for the journey, a large Buffalo-robe in which he was very 
comfortable inclosed, from the cold of the Alleghany Mountains. There were 


many frozen ears, and feet, on that trip. 
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After arriving home he sold the farm and all personal property. he 
prepared to move to Iowa on, or in, the following April. 

After closing and setling his father's estate he immediately made the 
necessary arrangenents to move to Iowa, taking with him a small colony 
and his brother, and sister. 

His sister, brother, and he after boxing up some articles including 
flour, groceries, and a set of black smith tools and one ton of iron, they 
got aboard the Packet boat on the canal, went to Pitsburg there took steam- 
boat and landed at Lewisvill he then took steamboat for the mouth of the 
Demoin River. After reaching that point they got off the boat and pitched 
their tent. There was a keel boat that had started up the River one day 
before they landed with a part of a load of store goods. One of them 
started after it and overtook it and got it to come back and take them on 
board, and they got off at Bentensport, a small village fifty miles from 
the mouth of the Demoin river. 

And 22 miles from where they intended to locate, they remained there 
two weeks. Then hired a team to haul them to their place of destination 


where they permanently located. 


_Pencilled notation: Enos S. Ellmaker wrote as follows ea! 

My house, or mansion, was built, or constructed, after the pattern 
and moddle of most pioneer builings. I will describe it as follows, first 
it was built out of logs, 12 by 1h feet, covered with clapboards, no doors 
or windows, no flore but the earth, no domestic animals of any kind. The 
nearest and only store and Post office was 22 miles distant or 22 miles 
from were I lived. 


No rads and few neighbors. Grass from 18 in to 3 feet, all over the 


country. My location was in Jefferson County with-in eight miles of the 
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County Seat - Fairfield - located near by a stream, by the name of Rock 
creek. I located on what was known, by the name of the Late - or New, 
Purchase - made from the Fox, and Sack, Indians. For the purpose of 
straightning the line Government gave them one years time to move off of 
the new Purchase, but they failed to comply and Government granted these 
two tribes another year. I settled on this new purchase soon after it was 
mad by the Government. 

And lived two years amongst the wild men of the Forrest. My sister, 
brother, and I were very lonly, under those environments as we were 
Eastern people. And especially myself as I had just recently been living 
in the largest City, in my native state. At first it seamed somewhat 
romantic to look over the wild and trackless prairie. Eut soon - too 
soon = Oh! The horried monotony! Not a white man nearer than two miles. 
This lonely and desolate home, in the wilds of the far West, on the 
then, Far West, was often visited by the prowling and roving Red-Devils of 
the forrest. 

Their hideous screams, and frightful yells, were some of my pioneer 
experience. 


But we had many privations to endure, and untold hardships to encounter. 


Remarks 


In writing of his first experience, with the indians, in Iowa, He 
writes of their treacherous, stealthy, and sneaking movements. He says - 
there was not a day but what they were at my house or shop, begging 
(Skutiuppo"). 


This article was sold, or traded, to them by trappers and unscrupulous 
men - in violation of Government laws. When under the influence of liquor 
they were very dangerous. 


These indians were very large and warlike, old Black Hawk's son was 
one of their chiefs. He often spoke of this young Black Hawk chief making 
him a brief call. 
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He describes it thus - The Chief road up to my house with his pony 
covered with a very fine blanket, the edges of which were thickly hinged 
with small bells. The Chief being closely followed by a number or quite 
a band of his braves. After haulting for a few moments, without uttering 
a word He gave those bells a peculiar gingle and then the warrior and his 
warriors moved majetically on. 

The Indian Agency was only 12 miles West of my farm. I did a good 
deal of black smithing for the Government farm, expecially work on plows. 

He also spoke of the United States Mail. Thus I made arrangements 
with Mr. Street, the Indian Agent, and we went to Bentens Port and got our 
mail. Mr. Street going one week and I the next, in this way we got our 
mail. 

He writes of the climate, of thunder, lightning, cold, and tornados 
or hurricanes, and also of the very great amount of sickness. Also of the 
clouds drifting or flying over the surface of the earth, so low, that they 
would almost touch a man's head. He attributes this to there being no 
mountains. 

He writes thus on the third day after I moved into my cabin I had a 
Climatical introduction to Iowa. 

We were treated to a first class cyclone - the edge of it just touched 
or grazed my cabin, and came near taking it away. such thunder and lightning, 
and hail as I never saw before. It swept the timber two miles wide and 
entirely demolished a small town on the River in the main track of the 
storm, evrey thing was razed to the ground - left nothing standing. This 
was a very rough reception, or introduction, to me after a three days resi- 
dence. it mad a lasting but not, a favorable, impression on me. I was 


married two years after I came to Iowa. I then built a house, sent to 
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Pennsylvania and got my fruit trees, planted the first orchard in that part 
of the country. I then built the largest, and finest barn in the county. 
And had 100 acres under cultivation. 

But after my fine farm had received so much improvements yet I was not 
satisfied with the country. 

I finally got the consent of my wife to sell and move to the far-distant 
Oregon. 

And as that was at that time a perilous and dangerous trip which non 
but those who were possessed with the strongest character of a pioneer, 
and frontier spirit, could chance, risk, or subject themselves - much less 
a wife and five children, the eldest twelve, and the youngest seven months 
old. Nevertheless my ey was Westward. I had collect all information I 
could relative to the long journey across the American Desert. the wilder- 
ness of solitude except for the howling of the wolves and horrid cries, 
screams, and blood chiling yelling of the savage indians. 

The previous matter was thoroughly and carefully thought over and 
given due consideration. 

Next was a momtous question = how to put the necessary outfit ina 
small space of two wagons or two wagon beds for my wife, five children, and 
three hands. But there were parties who had made the trip a cross, and 
from them I got some knowledge relative to the necessary equipment for the 
arduous pilgrimage of 2000 miles and of six months duration. But after the 
foregoing matters had been duly considered, and disposed of, as all great 
and formidable movements and undertakins must necessarily have. 

Prepareing for the hourney. 

I sold my farm for $2800 dollars and personal property at bublic van- 
deue, had the wood-work of two wagons mad by a wheelwright, to my special 


order; 
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Ironed the two wagons with careful exactness, one of which I brought 
through and one I left, or droped, on the Plains and hitched on to another 
one, which was much lighter, that had been left by some person whose team 
had died or given out. 

I purchased twenty six head of the largest, and finest, steers that I 
could find in Iowa - two of which died from alkali water. I also exchanged 
two yokes, on the Plains for two yokes of fresh, and fat cattle that had 


been kept at tradeing poasts on the Plains. I having to pay $50 a yoke and 


giving a yoke, costing me for two yokes of Fresh cattle $100 dollars and 
two yokes of cattle. 

So after seeinin my real, and personal property, and a careful pre- 
paration of son seven months, On the 2th day of March 1853 I left my old 
home, stayed four days with my brother, Then moved to my Father's in law 
Mr. Fredrick Fisher's staying there until the Fifth day of April Stn, 1853. 
On Tuesday 5th of April 1853 I bid farewell to my father-in-law and mother- 
in-law, and their children:- And with my five children, and three hand to 
manage the teams, 1 commenced that long tiresom and monotonous pilgrimage. 

My loose stock consiting of five milch cows, two mares and one pony, 
purchased on the Plains, from the indians. 

I had previous to my starting written to Cain's Vill. To a friend 
living there and had a good deal of my out-fit boxed, pacted, and ready to 
load, when I arrived there as that was where I crossed the Missouri River. 
This method of geting my loding two hundred miles a head, on my journey, so 
as to a void the hauling through that awful and horrid Iowa mud and mire. 

As my loads were very light my teams moved a long nicely, until we got 
to Cane's Vill. then we loaded heavily. This was an introduction of 200 
miles. And uneventful with the exception of a constant pour-down of cold 


rains and snow. 
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But now, farewell to Iowa:- 

& long and last adieu. Farewell! 

On this first day of May 1853 We crossed the Missouri River and camped 
on the West bank. 

A dismal night! Long to be remembered! 

We were now out of reach, and beyond the arm of law and order - and the 
only law we had was that formulated unto our selves. 

This doleful night was in her own language a "heart-rending" one to my 
wife, as her health was very poor, when we started, and a family of young 
children, knowing full-well in this great and eventful journey, that there 
was nothing to rely upon only The God ! who is even mindful (of those) who 
will look to Him! when in peril and danger or in sickness or health. We 
had no doctor, all we had to depend upon was medicines that a doctor had 
put up for me before I started. 

This doctor had been a cross the Plains and was acquainted with the 
sickness which was liable to be on the journey. 

We new too-well the dangers incident to this six month's move, not 
knowing but sickness would end in death, and not knowing who would fall 
first. Again we did not know the moment that our train would be massacred 
or tortured by the wild savages of the Desert. We had faced the setting 
Sun and were moving Westward - Forward! men, Forward! Thus day by day, 
these Pioneers with spirits of hope, and courage, and nerves of iron, and 
limbs of steel. They tread the burning sands and sweat beneath the swealter- 
ing Sun, or chill and shiver, in a down-pour of cold rain, or blinding snow 
and pelting hail. 

Our house was the open canopy of the Heavens, our fuel was the sage 


brush, as there was no timber within 500 hundred miles, except one lone+ 


*This tree was called the lone Pine ("Tree") 
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tree, neither a house within that distance. The only protection we had from 
the elements was the wagon sheet covering our wagons , often our laden wagons 
wer sunken so deeply in bog and mire we had to double the teams, putting 
twelve yokes to a wagon. The houses on the journy were the Government build- 
ing at Fort Laramie. we were travling on the South side of the River and 

the Fort was on the north side of the River. Owing to the Platte river being 
unusuly high, at this present time, we could not well cross over to the Fort. 
But we managed to get some letters a cross to the Fort. We were now 530 
miles on our journy, or 530 M from the Missouri River and 730 from my old 
home in Iowa. After leaving the Missouri River we had to encounter a very 
severe storm of rain, lasting ten days. 

Again we had an other element to acquaint our selves with the (alkali) 
danger, this caustic substance caused a great deal of mortality in stock. 

We had to keep a vigilant and watchful eye to this caustic, and poison- 
ous element even some of the finest grass plats were so saturated with it 
that our stock would get alkalied from eating or feeding on this grass. Even 
the tracks where the stock had traveled were full of this alkali water. 

*Our fuel consisted of sage brush and small willows which we used ina 
Sheet iron stove, with reflectors. 

Permit me to note a few words from my mother: "Often woul I walk behind 
the wagon, as we were traveling and gathered sage brush in my apron for to 
cook with." There are the words of my mother as she often spoke them to me. 
A. F. Ellmaker. We were now nearing the Rocky Mountains we stoped to noon, 
we were unable to go any further that day, owing to the sand, and gravel, 
storm which was which was very severe, it blew so hard that it was a rain of 


sand and hail of gravel, it was so severe that our teams would not move. 


*Before reaching Green River we had fifty miles of a desert to cross. There 
was not any water to be had on this 50 miles of drive. We traveled night 
and day. 


Enos Ellmaker (13) 


They would cluster, and jam together, with their heads from the storm. So 
we drove our stock, our cattle, four miles to a snow bank where the melting 
of the snow caused numerous small creeks which offerded good water and green 
grass for the stock. 

Under those circumstances we were compeled and necssitated to camp on 
the summit of the Rocky Mountains. 

*That evening I cut a few small sage-brush with my knife to cook our 
Supper and make some tea. 

The following morning there was one inch of ice on the water. 

Before reachin Green River I was prostrated with mountain fever. On 
reaching Green River I was only able to walk on to the ferry boat and I 
thought my end or my earthly career was finished. 

There was some of the cattle or team which were badly fagged, and as 
I was sick, and did not expect to live at that time I told my wife to trade 
a couple of yokes of our jaded oxen and pay the difference for a couple of 
fresh yokes as there was a lot of very fine and fat cattle kept at Green 
River for this express purpose. 

This was a good move, it strengthened my team and I told my wife if I 
died that the team was sufficient now to take her and the children through. 

This Green River was very high. When we crossed it the ferring cost 
me $94. It is a large and rapid River. We had here a heavy snow storm. 

We now prepared for the descent of that great natural division of the 
Continent. 

Soon the rounding up of those faithful cattle commenced then the yoak- 
ing, next that familiar clink of the chains. 

We now hear that firm question: "are all ready"? That faithful and 


patient teamster with firm step and strong arms, with that long lash and 


#That evening our Team camped on the Rocky Mountains was in July. 
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stalk whilst standing on the near or left side, of those faithful hearts. 
Call the names severly; those bright chains are taut. 

That great caravansary of the American Desert, whose covering is of 
white. Is now descending that great mountain whose waters have rolled into 
two of the great Oceans of this World. We now turn our faces to the East; 
and with a Deep:- and solemn Thoughts! 

And think: = eat pvel lt a last, and long Adieu! I never again will 
see your Eastern slope, not quench my fevered thirst with your sparkling 
brooks. 

With sad heart, and dropping head, and that silent tear I turn and 
face the West. 

We are now moving and traveling with, and parallel with those streams, 
and great giant rivers, whose course is that of the Sun and whose destina- 
tion is the Pacific Ocean. 

They seemed to be glad to make our acquaintance, and we traveled on 
their banks. Their course was ours, and they were our guid. We were now 
traveling on the Western slope of the Continent with the wildman on all 
sides, and often at night we had to stand guard over our stock, but slowly, 
yet surely, we were nearing the end of our long journey. 

We were now traveling on the Snake River on the South side or South 
bank. 

I had been instructed by a friend to travel on the South bank, if I 
came early in the season, but a part of our train was in favor crossing the 
river where it was one half mile wide. After taking a vote, the majority 
of the train crossed to the North side of the River. I was then left a lone, 
with only one family besides my own. We traveled on the South side for a 
distance of three hundred miles until we got to Fort Boise. There our train 


recrossed back to the South side of the river and joined us. They had plenty 
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of grass on the North of the river, but they had trouble crossing over and 
much trouble in recrossing at Fort Boise as it was attended with a good deal 
of expense, and loss of stock. 

Whil'test I got a long finely on the South side. In traveling this 300 
miles the weather was intensely hot, and we were necessitated to travel at 
night although it was mountainous, rocky, sidling, and dangerous, yet we 
became accustomed to such barriers, and nothing was impossible, neither did 
any thing deter or stop us. 

We were on the Plains and in the Desert and our lives were at stake, 
the indians were prouling on all sides. And if we failed to get through 
we new too well what the consequences would be, as the summer was well nigh 
spent, cold, starvation, and butchery by the savages. 

As the horrors of our journey, was ever before our eyés. 

In the shape of personal property, that was lying by the road's side - 
was of every kind, quality, and shape, stoves, wagons, chains, bedding, and 
dead cattle without numbring. 

But the most gruesome and heart sicning sight we had to look upon was: 
The skulls, and bones, and graves clothes laying by the road side. These 
had been dug-up by the wolves. 

After leaving Snake River opposite old Fort Boise, we crossed Malheur 
River. Then came in to Powder River Valley. Then crossed the Blue mountains. 
Then crossed the Umatilla River. Then crossed John Days River. Then the 
Deschutes River. Then we crossed the Cascade Mountains. 

I now had reached the far West, the great Willamette Valley. We 
traveled South, or up the valley to the Belnap settlement in Benton county, 
South West of Corvallis. I left my family in that neighborhood for a short 
while, and looked around. I finally located in Lane County, on what was 


then known as the main road from Portland Oregon to California, about 33 miles 
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South of Corvallis. 

This road was known as the old Territorial road. 

I resided on this location for four years, until I had perfected my 
title. I then sold, and purchased, one seven miles South, on Coyote Creek 
where I made a permanent residence. 

And I will say: that I was very fortunate in crossing the Plains, 
as I had only two oxen to die, and when we got through we were all well, 
and without the loss of any of my family. 


The Belnaps' were old Iowa neighbors, and acquaintances. 


The location, or situation, that my father made was a very poor one, 
especially in regard to school facilities and also in the way of mo-rality, 
and churches, but there were privileges that the pioneer could not expect 
to count on. 


